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and there is reason to tMnk that the magistrates there, were
far from approving of the proceedings of the military.1 A letter
from one of them gives us a terrible glimpse of the abuses that
occurred. 'I will grant you the excursions of the yeomanry
at the beginning, when headed l>y their officers^ had a happy
effect in forcing in the arms and, to appearance at least, turning
the country to its duty and allegiance. But for a set of armed
men, without any gentlemen at their head, to be permitted at
their pleasure day after day, and what is worse, night after
night, to scour whole tracts of country, destroy houses, furniture,
&c., and stab and cut in a most cruel manner numbers that,
from either private resentment or any other cause, they may
take a dislike to, will, if permitted to go on, depopulate and
destroy the trade of this country. We are beginning anew the
county Armagh business, papering and noticing the Eomans
to fly on or before such a day or night, or if found afterwards
in their houses, certain death.'2

From Omagh in Tyrone another magistrate wrote that the
country around him, and also as he hears the country around
Dungannon, was perfectly quiet. More than three weeks had
passed without a single attack by United Irishmen on houses.
1,514 persons had come before him to take the oath of allegiance,
and to qualify under the proclamation; yet still he had received
trustworthy intelligence of the burning of houses. Such un-
necessary severity at a time when the country was quiet, he
said, could not fail to alienate the King's subjects, and c if per-
sisted in will, in all probability, insure a rebellion.5 3

1 ' The return of the people to          2 Robert Lowry (Dungannon),
their . allegiance is everywhere fal-     June 29, 1797. This account is con-
lacious, unless where it is attended     firmed by a later letter from Captain
by a surrender of arms. Magistrates,     Lindsey (near Dungannon), Sept. 14,
as usual, are doing much mischief by     who says that excesses had been corn-
administering the oaths of allegiance     xnitted on the houses of several Eoman
to the people of districts known to be     Catholics of that neighbourhood ;
full of arms, without insisting upon     that they were in great distress, and
their being given up, and granting     asking for military protection,
certificates which the people consider          3 Mr. Eccles (JEcclesville, near
as a protection to their concealed     Omagh), June 30,1797. There appears
arms. Generally speaking, I do assert     to have been a great difference in
that the people will perjure them-     different localities in the number of
selves over and over again, rather     people who came in to take the oath
than part with a gun. By terror     of allegiance. From Granard a
only they can be disarmed.' General     magistrate wrote, that not more than
Knox (Dungannon) to Pelham,     three persons in that part of the
June 16, 1797.                                        country had yet done so, and he added,